
EDITOR NOTE - MOVEMENT JOINTS:
• TEAMS TO PLAN OUT AND DOCUMENT MOVEMENT JOINTS IN 

FACADE CLADDING SYSTEMS, INCLUDING:
• JOINTS IN MASONRY VENEERS (INCLUDING STONE), WHETHER 

EXPANSION OR CONTRACTION JOINTS (MATERIAL 
DEPENDENT).  

• PANELIZED SYSTEMS.
• MONOLITHIC SYSTEMS LIKE STUCCO & EIFS SYSTEMS. 
• OTHER?  TBD BY TEAM.
• WHERE JOINT LOCATIONS ARE CRITICAL FOR AESTHETICS, 

PROVIDE FULL DIMENSIONING TIED TO BUILDING 
GRIDS/LEVELS.

• TEAMS TO INCLUDE JOINTS RELATED TO STRUCTURAL MOVEMENT, 
INCLUDING:

• BUILDING EXPANSION JOINTS.
• SEISMIC MOVEMENT JOINTS (OFTEN COMBINED WITH 

BUILDING EXPANSION JOINTS).
• STRUCTURAL DEFLECTION JOINTS AT SHELF ANGLES, 

FACADE SUPPORTS, ETC.  THESE JOINTS SHOULD ALSO 
FACTOR BUILDING DRIFT.

• OTHER?  TBD BY TEAM.
• STRUCTURAL JOINTS CUT THROUGH ENTIRE BUILDING WALL 

ASSEMBLY, INCLUDING BACKUP SYSTEMS.  CONSIDER THIS 
WHEN DETAILING.

• ALL JOINTS MUST TAKE INTO ACCOUNT ALL POSSIBLE 
MOVEMENTS AT THE JOINT, INCLUDING STRUCTURAL MOVEMENTS 
LISTED ABOVE, AND:

• THERMAL MOVEMENT (CYCLICAL MOVEMENTS DUE TO 
TEMPERATURE CHANGES)

• MOISTURE-RELATED MATERIAL CREEP (CONCRETE 
SHRINKAGE, BRICK EXPANSION, ETC.)

• SETTLEMENT.
• ANY JOINT THAT IS PLANNED TO BE FILLED (I.E. SEALANT & 

BACKER ROD, PREMANFACTURED EXPANSION JOINT ASSEMBLIES, 
ETC.), CONSIDER THE MOVEMENT CAPACITY OF THE FILLER 
MATERIAL.  SINCE MOST SEALANTS HAVE +/- 50% MOVEMENT 
CAPACITY, A JOINT THAT IS SIZED FOR 1/2" OF MOVEMENT WILL 
ACTUALLY NEED TO BE SIZED AT 1".

• IF YOU END UP WITH STRUCTURAL JOINTS WHERE YOU MUST 
CONTROL THE OVERALL JOINT WIDTH, ENGAGE YOUR 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER.  METHODS CAN BE USED TO MINIMIZE 
JOINTS (I.E. DEEPER SPANDREL BEAM TO LIMIT LIVE LOAD 
DEFLECTION AT A SHELF ANGLE, ETC.).  BEWARE THAT THESE MAY 
HAVE COST IMPLICATIONS.
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