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Dowdell Engineering Associates, LLC    
          P.O. Box 1684, Suite 200 

       3949 Old Post Road 
             Charlestown, RI 02813        

 

 

January 2, 2025 
 
Jay Parker, AICP, CFM  
Deputy Director of Planning 
Town of South Kingstown 
180 High Street 
South Kingstown, RI 02879 
 
Re:  Applicant:  Robert Hefner 
 Hefner Subdivision 

Minor Subdivision Narrative Report 
AP 87-1 Lot 1 and AP 86-2 Lot 20 

               
The purpose of this letter is to provide a statement regarding coastal areas (sections 17 and 18b) on the 
following matters, as requested. 
 
17 - Professional Coastal Area Report / 18b Coastal Feature Verification 
 
A coastal wetland is located on the Proposed Lot 3 (Existing Hefner Lot) and has been delineated in the 
Plan Set. A coastal wetland report by Natural Resource Services has been attached to this statement. A 
coastal wetland verification (Preliminary Determination) has also been completed with CRMC, PD #D2024-
10-085, also attached.  
 
The coastal wetland was delineated consistent with South Kingstown Subdivision and Land Development 
Regulations Section C.1.b. (Land Unsuitable for Development - Coastal wetlands, except any directly 
associated contiguous areas). CRMC concurred with the flagged coastal wetland and the delineation shown 
on the plans. 
 
CRMC also notes (in note 4 the PD) that CRMC has no permitting authority with the proposed work shown 
on the plan set. 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at 401-364-1027 or email me at m.l.dowdell@gmail.com. Thank 
you. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Mark L. Dowdell, P.E. 

Phone: (401) 364-1027 
Email: m.l.dowdell@gmail.com 









 
 
 
          
            
                   

                     Natural Resource Services, Inc.         

   P.O. Box 311   Harrisville, RI  02830     401-568-7390      FAX 401-568-7490 

 

October 16, 2023 

 

Robert Hefner 

231 Sycamore Lane 

South Kingstown, RI  02879 

 

RE:  Coastal Wetland Delineation 

        231 Sycamore Lane, A.P. 87-1, Lot 1 & A.P. 86-2, Lot 20 

        South Kingstown, Rhode Island 

 

Dear Mr. Hefner: 

 

 Natural Resource Services, Inc. (NRS) has completed the wetland delineation 

within the above referenced properties. As the proposed project concerns the area of 

wetlands with the subject lots, this delineation represents only a delineation of wetlands 

on site and does not represent the CRMC regulated coastal feature delineation. NRS has 

reviewed the CRMC permit database pertaining to the subject property. Permit number 

2017-04-027 identifies the coastal feature as the fringe coastal wetland and cobble beach 

backed by low coastal bank, and the inland edge of the coastal feature being the top of the 

low bank. The wetland delineation associated with the fringe coastal wetland was 

performed by staff biologist Hannah Chace on October 12, 2023. 

 

As part of our work, a hand-held GPS unit was used to locate the established 

coastal wetland flagging.  While this location work should not be construed as a 

professional survey, the data obtained is valuable for preliminary planning purposes.  An 

aerial photograph is attached to this letter.  The GPS data has been added as an overlay on 

the photo to provide a visual representation of the established delineation. 

 

 The two identified properties are located along the southern side of the private 

roadway Sycamore Lane.  According to the tax assessor’s database, lot 1 is 8.6 acres 

while lot 20 is 6.99 acres.  231 Sycamore maintains shoreline frontage on Potter Pond.  

This section of shoreline is classified as Type 2 Waters, or low intensity use waters, 

under the CRMP. 

 

 The flag series labeled CF1 – CF20 depicts the extent of the coastal wetland 

flagging located within the property.  No other wetlands, including freshwater wetlands, 

were identified within either property. There appears to be approximately 0.19 acres of 

coastal wetland associated with the site, to be confirmed by a surveyor. This appears to 

be the only land unsuitable for development as defined in the South Kingstown 

Subdivision and Land Development Regulations.  
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 Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions regarding the fieldwork 

performed or this letter of findings.  I am forwarding a copy of this letter and the GIS 

graphic to Dowdell Engineering for their use. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

 

Scott P. Rabideau, PWS 

Principal 

 

Enclosure 

 

Cc: Mark Dowdell, PE 

      Dowdell Engineering 
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